HANDOUT OF SAMPLE CONTROVERSIAL PROMPT:

Note:   This activity presumes that the majority of students would be against a school uniform policy and would therefore benefit by assuming an opposite stance.  However, characters could just as easily be created who were not in favor of a school uniform policy and then students would assume a pro-stance.

Writing Situation:  Recently, members of our school board visited our high school and some were very upset by the dress of some students. It seems some were offended by short skirts and revealing blouses, while others were upset by certain types of logos on T-shirts.  Since then, the issue of what constitutes appropriate dress in a high school setting has been a “hot topic” at board meetings.   The school board has decided to explore the idea of adopting a uniform dress code policy whereby all students would be required to wear jeans with no rips, tears, or markings, and simple “polo” shirts.   They have formed a subcommittee to research school uniforms in public schools.  The subcommittee will report back to the board at next month’s meeting, and the board will vote on the decision of whether or not to adopt a school uniform policy at the following month’s meeting.

Writing Task:  You have decided to express your viewpoint about the potential dress code policy by writing an editorial for your newspaper.   However, your teacher will assign you one of the following roles/perspectives (all in favor of the policy) from which to write the editorial:

Mr. Uptight:  A school board member who was “truly shocked by the dress of today’s youth” and who believes outlandish dress  is disruptive to the educational process.

 Ms. Prude:  A veteran algebra teacher who feels the way kids dress has gotten way out of control from the days when she first began teaching and that school uniforms are long overdue.

Mr. Fencesitter: A young, new principal who would be happy to see a school uniform policy instituted just so he wouldn’t have to deal with dress code infractions, but who is also reluctant to take a definite stand because he doesn’t want to offend students, parents, teachers, and board members who disagree.

Mrs. Motherly: A mother of three teenage girls who is in favor of a school uniform policy because it would be less shopping, laundry, and arguments about whose-clothing-is-whose.

Mr. Shortoncash: A father who supports the school uniform policy because he feels there is too much competition among teens about trendy brand-name clothing.

